
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
1.  Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
2.  Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
3.  Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
4.  Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).
5.  Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
6.  Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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Think for a moment about one of the
most precious possessions you have. It
may be a piece of jewelry, an heirloom of
the family, or some other treasured item.
Now imagine taking that item and tossing
it into a pen full of hogs. Would the hogs
place the same value on your cherished
possession as you do? No, rather than
esteeming your treasured item, the hogs
would trample it in the mud. Hogs simply
do not recognize the high value of
precious or sacred things.

When Jesus spoke of pearls,
He was speaking of that which people
highly esteem. There is something,
however, that is more precious than
pearls—that is, the Gospel of Christ.
Jesus knew that there would be some
people who would be so carnally-minded
they would not appreciate the riches of
the Gospel. Some have made up their
minds that they will not believe and obey
Christ. To expend time and resources in
offering God’s Word to such people would
be like offering “pearls to swine.” There
comes a time when proper stewardship
demands that we “shake the dust off our
feet” and move on to hearts which are
more receptive to the Gospel (cf. Acts
13:49-51).

Christ’s followers must
never use the “pearls-and-swine-teaching”
as an excuse not to help or to teach
others. Jesus instructed His disciples to
“preach the Gospel to every creature”
(Mark 16:15). Nevertheless, this is the
same Jesus who also warned about
allowing hogs to trample precious pearls.
It is not always easy to distinguish
between those who truly are interested in
doing God’s will and those who are not.
Therefore, God’s people should pray for
wisdom in making such distinctions.

CASTING PEARLS BEFORE SWINE
By Mark Lindley

“Give not that which is holy unto the
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under their
feet, and turn again and rend you” (Matthew
7:6). Jesus made this statement in His great
Sermon on the Mount. But what does this
verse mean?

Throughout His earthly
ministry, Jesus taught His disciples to be
kind, courteous, loving and compassionate
to others. However, He also taught that His
disciples are to be good stewards of their
time and of the Gospel. When Jesus made
this statement about casting pearls before
swine, He was using language that illustrates
the importance of stewardship.



REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Remember count your blessings,
pray for our lost ones, the sick, the
world and the broken-hearted.

SICK: Kathy Moore

HOSPITAL:
Taylor Crawford (Memphis), Trent 
Eaton (Jackson,MS)

•EXTENDED ILLNESS: Junior
Derrick, Jane Morrison, Patti Hall,
George Doss, Joanie Kate Reese,
Louise Pannell, Thad Berryman

•CANCER: Austin Wentz, Steve
Barnes (Mickey & Gail Chandler’s
Son-in-law), Betty Faye Ledbury,
Tracy Simmons (Shawna Jones’
Sister-in-law)

•SHUT-INS: Tippah County
Health & Rehab: Romia Palmer
#204 Resthaven: Oleta Phillips,
Johnnie Carpenter

Sermons available 
on Facebook and YouTube

INSPIRATION
Jack McNiel

When the Book of Acts opens, in Chapter
1, we find the eleven remaining apostles
waiting in Jerusalem until they would
receive power from Holy Spirit. They
were gathered together in an upper room
with about 120 of the disciples, including
the mother and brethren of Jesus. In Acts
1:15-16, Peter said, “Men and brethren,
this scripture must needs have been
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the
mouth of David spake before concerning
Judas, which was guide to them that took
Jesus.” He then goes on in verse 20, “For
it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his
habitation be desolate, and let no man
dwell therein: and his bishoprick let
another take.” Here he quoted two
passages from the Book of Psalms –
Psalm 69:25 and Psalm 109:8.From
Peter’s statement in Acts 1:16 we learn a
very important lesson from the Bible on
Inspiration.

Inspiration is the means by which God
has communicated to man from the
beginning until the time when “that
which is perfect” has come (1 Cor. 13:10).
That is, until the complete revealed Word
of God has come. “Inspired of God”
literally means “God-breathed.” God
“breathed” the very words of the
Scriptures. This is known as verbal,
plenary inspiration – every single word
of Scripture is God-breathed. God still
speaks to us today – yet only through His
Inspired Word.

Let us note three things from Peter’s
statement in Acts 1:16:
First, note the Ultimate Source of the
Scriptures. “…which the Holy Ghost by the
mouth of David spake…” We see that God
speaking through the Holy Spirit is the source
of scripture. Just as Peter would later say,
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter
1:21). “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God…” (2 Timothy 3:16).

Second, note the Medium Employed
(Webster’s Dictionary, “The means or
instrument by which any thing is
accomplished, conveyed or carried on.”)
“…which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of
David spake…” (David was not only king of
Israel – he was a prophet of God, the inspired
author of many Psalms.) God has employed,
throughout the ages, medium to get His
Message to mankind. “God, who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets…”
(Hebrews 1:1) This teaches us that God “spake
in times past …by the prophets…” That is, “in
the prophets themselves as the vessels of
divine inspiration. God spake in them and
from them.” (Vincent’s Word Studies) Notice
2 Samuel 23:2 “The Spirit of the LORD spake
by me, and his word was in my tongue…” and
Jeremiah 1:9 “Then the LORD put forth his
hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD
said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in
thy mouth….”
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Third, note the Final Result of the process of
Inspiration – Scripture. “This scripture
must needs have been fulfilled, which the
Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake…”
Scripture is the revealed Word of God in
written form. The word “scripture” comes
from the Greek word “graphein,” which
means, “that which is written.” The
Scriptures are the Words of God. “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works” (2
Timothy 3:16-17). May we all follow the
example of the Noble Bereans who,
“searched the scriptures daily…” (Acts 17:11)
– and read God’s Word every day.


