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Turning the Knob
Aaron Veyon

The story is told of a boy who came home
from school one day and noticed that all
the vehicles were gone. Realizing that no
one was home he just sat on the steps.
Soon it began to rain and he got soaked.
When his mother came home she asked
him why he didn’t go into the house. He
said, “You weren’t home, how could 1?”
She said, “Honey, the house was
unlocked. Did you try turning the knob?”

Sometimes we make things more difficult
than they need to be simply by failing to
be observant. This is especially true with
regard to the gospel of Christ. Holding a
closed Bible, a young man asked a visiting
preacher, “How in the world could
anyone understand the Bible?” The
preacher immediately responded, “Did
you ever try opening your Bible in an
effort to understand it?” The young man
quipped, “I don’t need to. My preacher
tells us what’s in it — but | still don’t
understand it.” That is truly sad, for if the
young man had searched the Scriptures
himself he could have found what he was
looking for (cf. 2 Tim. 3:14-17). Jesus said,
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and
you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you” (Matt. 7:7).

Friends, the door of the gospel is
unlocked. Try turning the knob.

1 John 1:7 - The Cleansing Fountain
BY WAYNE JACKSON

In the Old Testament, Zechariah foretold a
time when a fountain would be opened to the
house of David for sin and for uncleanness
(Zechariah 13:1). The reference, of course,
was to the shedding of the blood of Christ
and the redemptive effect of that divine
offering under the New Testament economy.

While many Bible students are aware of the
fact that the blood of Jesus is applied to
their souls in their initial obedience to the
gospel, which occurs at the point of baptism
(Acts 22:16), some do not realize that the
Lord’s cleansing blood continues to function
on their behalf as they struggle with sin in
their Christian lives.

John speaks to this very point. He says “if
we walk in the light. . . the blood of Jesus. . .
cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

There are several important notes that you
can make in connection with this passage.
First, the promise of the passage is
conditional. Circle the term “if” and note that
point. Second, the verb “walk” is a present
tense form, denoting a consistent pattern of
life. It represents the activity of one who is
sincerely striving, on a sustained basis, to
serve God. It does not suggest that he is
perfect, but that he is trying diligently. Third,
the “walking” must be “in the light,” i.e., in
harmony with the revealed will of God, the
New Testament. Fourth, if this habitual
walking in the light is devoutly pursued, the
Lord’s blood will keep on cleansing (present
tense - sustained activity) the child of God.
Implied in all of this, of course, is the fact
that the erring Christian must repent of, and
confess, his transgressions. Make some
marginal notes reflecting these points.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, May, 18th - 6:30PM
CHAPMAN LADIES BIBLE CLASS

Lesson: Robin Chapman
Food: Kathy Moore, Joy Simmons, Loretta
Criswell

May 21, 2017
SENIOR NIGHT

After evening services in fellowship hall.

Congratulations to our 2017 graduating
high school seniors:

Brock Lind'[éy & Montana Brown

Please make plans to join us in wishing

them well in their future endeavors.
Ladies please bring finger foods, desserts or 2 liter
drinks.

PROGRAMS OF WORK
Articles * Sermons (Audio) * Chapman Challengers
Ihe Bible Broadcast

Sunday Mornings at 8 AM
» WKZU radio 104.9 FM
Soutt Sentinel Articl
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, by enrolling
in a free Bible correspondence course.
To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, Ripley, MS
38663 ) or e-mail (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts go out
in deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of Bro. Audrey Box.

oSICK SUNDAY: Everett Hurt, Gerohn
Childs, Molly & Chap Moore, Joan &
Jimmy Berryman, Tracie Gross, Mary
Brady

e TEST: Mary Brady, Tracie Gross

eSURGERY RECOVERY: Rhonda Newby
(Knee), Juanita Michael

eEXTENDED ILLNESS: Sandra Hopper, George
Doss (Kelly Brewer’s Father), Ed James Pannell,
Connie Mauney, Genice Collette (Mildred
Shackelford’ s Sister), Brandon King, Jane Bates,
Lylah McGauhy, Sandra & Niles Jones, Thad
Berryman.

¢ CANCER: Dwight Ward, Betty Faye Ledbury,
Chester Smith, Lana Waldon, Cutah Newby,
Peggy Boggs, Marsha Jones, Nita Trotter, Lyle
Bullock, Carolyn Medlin, Lanny Yancey, Niani
Colom-Omotesa, Kenneth Rainey, Marilyn
Harrell, Janice Willingham, Lester Wommack,
Doug Pannell, Sam Camp, Sam Warrington
(cystic fibrosis & leukemia), Sue Mauney, Wade
Hodges, Katherine Finley, Kane Pannell, Danny
Edmonds, Dean McNutt, John Reno, Ruth Greer.

¢SHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips (Mailing:
Resthaven Care Center, 103 Cunningham
Drive, Ripley, MS 38663), Tippah County
Hospital Nursing Home: Bonnie Chapman,
Lorene Daily, Christine Chapman (Mailing:
Tippah County Nursing Home, 1005 City
Avenue North, Ripley, MS 38663). Johnnie
Carpenter (Mailing: Tishomingo Living Center,
1410 West Quitman Street, luka, MS 38852



