
What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
1.	  	  Hear	  the	  Gospel	  (Romans	  10:13-‐17).	  
2.	  	  Believe	  the	  Gospel	  (Acts	  15:7;Mark	  16:15,	  16).	  
3.	  	  Repent	  of	  Sins	  (Acts	  3:19).	  
4.	  	  Confess	  Faith	  in	  Christ	  (Acts	  8:37).	  
5.	  	  Be	  Bap2zed	  for	  Remission	  of	  Sins(Acts	  2:38).	  
6.	  	  Be	  Faithful	  (RevelaJon	  2:10).	  
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Announcements	  
Larry	  Wood	  
Song	  Leader	  
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Scripture	  Reading	  
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Covet	  the	  Sponge	  Years	  
Toddlers	   are	   capable	   of	   learning	   songs,	   basic	  
Bible	   stories,	  Bible	  memory	  phrases,	   and	  asking	  
the	   same	   quesJon	   repeatedly	   without	   growing	  
Jred	   of	   it.	   Preschoolers	   and	   kindergartners	   can	  
learn	   the	   books	   of	   the	   Bible,	   detailed	   Bible	  
stories,	   and	   they	   can	   memorize	   as	   much	  
Scripture	   as	   a	   parent	   will	   teach	   them.	   Like	   a	  
sponge,	   they	   soak	   up	   informaJon	   all	   day	   long.	  
We	  must	  covet	  these	  early	  years	  to	  ensure	  that	  
they	  soak	  up	  the	  Bible.	  
The	  Bible	   contains	   66	  books.	   The	  Bible	   has	   two	  
testaments	  —	   the	  Old	   Testament	   and	   the	   New	  
Testament.	   There	   are	   39	   books	   in	   the	   Old	  
Testament	   and	   27	   in	   the	   New.	   And	   so	   on.	   We	  
ought	   to	   teach	   our	   children	   basic	   Bible	   facts	  
while	  they	  are	  able	  to	  soak	  up	  informaJon.	  
Are	   we	   filling	   their	   heads	   with	   meaningless	  
staJsJcs?	   No.	   First	   of	   all,	   such	   facts	   are	  
prerequisite	   to	   deepening	   one’s	   understanding	  
of	   the	   Bible.	   Second,	  we	   are	   implicitly	   teaching	  
the	  importance	  of	  the	  Bible	  itself	  —	  a	  lesson	  that	  
cannot	  be	  taught	  too	  early.	  
These	   sponge	   years	   are	   not	   all	   fun	   and	   games.	  
The	  toddler	  has	  to	  learn	  to	  sit	  through	  a	  worship	  
service;	   mom	   and	   dad	   are	   learning	   that	   they	  
need	   more	   paJence.	   ChrisJan	   parents	   must	  
keep	   their	   eyes	   on	   the	   goal.	   However	   long	   it	  
takes,	   and	   however	   difficult	   it	   may	   be,	   parents	  
must	  not	  give	  up	  on	  the	   lible	  ones.	   If	  mom	  and	  
dad	  want	   them	  to	   learn	  how	  to	  worship	  God,	   if	  
they	   desire	   that	   their	   children	   acquire	   the	  
abenJon	   and	   concentraJon	   that	   worship	  
demands,	   then	   they	   must	   not	   give	   up	   on	  
bringing	   them	   to	   Bible	   school	   and	   worship.	  
Wrestling	  with	  a	  toddler	  may	  be	  exhausJng,	  but	  
it	   is	   far	   less	  distressful	   than	  hoping	   the	  prodigal	  
will	  return	  some	  day.	  
Plan	  for	  Spiritual	  Development	  
What	   a	   wondrous	   Jme	   these	   years	   are	   for	   a	  
child.	   What	   an	   opportunity	   they	   are	   for	   the	  
ChrisJan	  parent.	  We	  can,	  however,	  become	  “so	  
busy”	  that	  we	  crave	  everything	  —	  everything	  but	  
our	  children’s	  biblical	  educaJon.	  	  

Building	  Character	  before	  the	  Concrete	  Sets	  
by	  Jason	  Jackson	  

	  
	  The	  easiest	  way	  to	  get	  a	  good	  finish	  on	  concrete	  
is	   to	   work	   it	   properly	   before	   it	   hardens.	   The	  
concrete	  finisher	  has	  a	   limited	  Jme	  within	  which	  
to	  do	  his	  cran.	  It	  is	  beber	  to	  get	  it	  right	  while	  the	  
concrete	   is	   workable,	   rather	   than	   to	   employ	   the	  
use	  of	  a	  jackhammer	  once	  the	  concrete	  sets.	  
So	  it	  is	  with	  parenJng.	  ChrisJan	  parents	  have	  the	  
opportunity	   to	   shape	   a	   developing	   lible	   creature	  
into	  a	  morally	  sensiJve	  individual.	  Moms	  and	  dads	  
have	   the	   duty	   to	  mold	   a	   servant’s	   heart	   in	   their	  
offspring.	   They	   have	   the	   responsibility	   to	   teach	  
the	  supreme	  importance	  of	  heaven.	  
“Remember	  thy	  Creator	  in	  the	  days	  of	  thy	  youth,”	  
we	   remind	   our	   youngsters.	   As	   parents,	   we	   may	  
enable	   them	   to	   do	   that	  more	   consistently,	   if	   we	  
have	   done	   a	   commendable	   job	   during	   their	   first	  
decade	  of	  life.	  



REMEMBER IN PRAYER

IN	   LOVE	   AND	   SYMPATHY:	   Our	   hearts	   go	   out	   in	  
deepest	   sympathy	   to	   the	   family	   and	   friends	   of	  
Genice	   Collebe	   of	   Obawa,	   Canada	   (Mildred	  
Shackelford’s	  Sister).	  

•SICK	  SUNDAY:	  Tony	  &	  Jane	  Morrison,	  Evereb	  Hurt,	  
Angela	  Bridges,	  Karen	  Yancey	  
	  
•HOSPITAL:	   Jarvene	   Shackelford	   (Tupelo/Rehab),	  
Ramonia	   McAlister	   (Brad’s	   Mother	   –	   hip	   surgery/
New	   Albany),	   Michael	   Kubenthiran	   (Robin	  
Chapman’s	  Nephew	  –	  car	  wreck/severe	  leg	  injuries)	  
Please	   send	   cards:	   2618	   Sunlight	   Drive,	   Arlington,	  
TX	  76006.	  
	  
•SURGERY	   RECOVERY:	   Rhonda	   Newby	   (Knee),	  
Juanita	  Michael	  
	  
•SURGERY:	  Tracie	  Gross	  (June	  2nd/Back)	  
	  	  
•EXTENDED	   ILLNESS:	  Sandra	  Hopper,	  George	  Doss	  
(Kelly	   Brewer’s	   Father),	   Ed	   James	   Pannell,	   Connie	  
Mauney,,	   Brandon	   King,	   Jane	   Bates,	   Lylah	  
McGauhy,	  Sandra	  &	  Niles	  Jones,	  Thad	  Berryman.	  

 •CANCER:	   Dwight	   Ward,	   Beby	   Faye	   Ledbury,	  
Chester	   Smith,	   Lana	  Waldon,	  Cutah	  Newby,	  Peggy	  
Boggs,	   Marsha	   Jones,	   Nita	   Trober,	   Lyle	   Bullock,	  
Carolyn	   Medlin,	   Lanny	   Yancey,	   Niani	   Colom-‐
Omotesa,	   Kenneth	   Rainey,	  Marilyn	   Harrell,	   Janice	  
Willingham,	   Lester	   Wommack,	   Doug	   Pannell,	   Sam	  
Camp,	  Sam	  Warrington	  (cysJc	  fibrosis	  &	  leukemia),	  
Sue	  Mauney,	  Wade	  Hodges,	  Katherine	  Finley,	  Kane	  
Pannell,	  Danny	  Edmonds,	  Dean	  McNub,	  John	  Reno,	  
Ruth	  Greer.	  
•SHUT-‐INS:	   Resthaven:	   Oleta	   Phillips	   (Mailing:	  
Resthaven	   Care	   Center,	   103	   Cunningham	   Drive,	  
Ripley,	  MS	  38663),	  Tippah	  County	  Hospital	  Nursing	  
Home:	   Bonnie	   Chapman,	   Lorene	   Daily,	   Chris2ne	  
Chapman	   (Mailing:	   Tippah	   County	   Nursing	   Home,	  
1005	  City	  Avenue	  North,	  Ripley,	  MS	  38663).	  Johnnie	  
Carpenter	  (Mailing:	  Tishomingo	  Living	  Center,	  1410	  
West	  Quitman	  Street,	  Iuka,	  MS	  38852	  

Daily	   chores,	   weekly	   errands,	   monthly	   appointments,	   sports	  
and	  leisure,	  and	  “I’m	  too	  Jred	  from	  work,”	  all	  compromise	  our	  
children’s	   spiritual	   needs.	  We	  must	   earnestly	   desire	   that	   our	  
children	  go	  to	  heaven.	  That	  desire,	  then,	  must	  express	  itself	  in	  
daily	  spiritual	  rouJnes.	  
No	   more	   excuses!	   Every	   day,	   our	   children	   need	   Jme	   that	   is	  
dedicated	  to	  their	  spiritual	  development.	  I	  am	  aware	  that	  they	  
can	   learn	   from	   our	   example	   all	   day	   long,	   but	   example	   is	   no	  
subsJtute	  for	  acJve	  instrucJon	  by	  a	  parent	  in	  spiritual	  things.	  
(Please	  don’t	  use	  “example”	  as	  an	  excuse	  as	  to	  why	  you	  don’t	  
read	  the	  Bible	  to	  your	  children.)	  
During	   these	   years,	   the	   child’s	   biblical	   instrucJon	   ought	   to	  
involve	   at	   least	   two	   aspects	   (i.e.,	   Bible	   reading	   and	   Bible	  
teaching).	  Bible	  storybooks	  are	  a	  valuable	  source	  for	  exposing	  
our	  children	  to	  the	  basic	  narraJves	  of	  the	  Bible.	  Use	  these	  for	  
the	   benefit	   of	   your	   children.	   AddiJonally,	   ChrisJan	   parents	  
need	  to	  form	  a	  plan	  for	  Bible	  reading	  with	  their	  children.	  As	  the	  
child	  learns	  to	  read,	  they	  can	  take	  part	  in	  this	  reading	  plan.	  
The	   parent,	   however,	   should	   be	   selecJve	   in	   their	   reading	   so	  
that	  the	  child	  does	  not	  become	  overwhelmed	  or	  disinterested.	  
I	  prefer	  a	  plan,	  for	  these	  years,	  that	  involves	  the	  reading	  of	  the	  
history	   of	   the	   Old	   Testament.	   Genealogies	   can	   be	   briefly	  
explained	  while	  being	  passed	  over	  at	  the	  moment.	  Much	  of	  the	  
Mosaic	   legislaJon	   can	   be	   postponed.	   Read	   with	   your	   young	  
children	   the	  basic	   story	  of	   the	  Old	  Testament	   from	   the	  Bible,	  
and	  help	   them	   see	  how	  and	  why	  God	  brought	   Jesus	   into	   the	  
world.	  
Similarly,	   selecJvity	   in	   the	   New	   Testament	   is	   also	   advisable.	  
Read	  your	  children	  the	  accounts	  of	  Jesus’	  birth	  from	  Mabhew	  
and	  Luke.	  Focus	  on	  the	  life	  of	  Jesus	  through	  the	  shorter	  gospel	  
of	   Mark.	   Familiarize	   them	   with	   the	   history	   of	   the	   church	  
through	  the	  book	  of	  Acts,	  and	  teach	  them	  to	  chart	  the	  journeys	  
of	  Paul	  as	  he	  travels	  to	  teach	  people	  about	  Jesus.	  
This	  part	  of	  their	  spiritual	  educaJon	  is	  vital	  for	  several	  reasons.	  
It	   teaches	   them	   the	   importance	   of	   the	   Bible	   by	   pracJce	   —	  
rather	   than	   by	  mere	   lip	   service.	   This	   aspect	   of	   their	   spiritual	  
educaJon	   establishes	   a	   habit	   for	   them.	   Just	   like	   praying	  with	  
our	  children	  during	  the	  day	  and	  before	  going	  to	  sleep	  at	  night,	  
Bible	   reading	   should	   be	   insJlled	   early.	   It	   also	   deepens	   their	  
Bible	  knowledge,	  in	  that	  the	  reading	  is	  comprehensive.	  	  
This	  plan	  also	  prepares	  them	  for	  deeper	  study	  later	  in	  life.	  They	  
will	   develop	   into	   effecJve	   listeners	   for	   Bible	   classes	   and	  
sermons.	  All	  of	  these	  benefits	  help	  them	  prepare	  for	  ChrisJan	  
living.	  
Let’s	   turn	   our	   abenJon	   to	   Bible	   teaching.	   This	   is	   a	   topical	  
approach	   wherein	   we	   apply	   the	   teaching	   of	   Scripture	   to	   our	  
own	  lives	  and	  to	  the	  lives	  of	  our	  children.	  For	  instance,	  if	  your	  
child	  tells	  a	  lie,	  the	  Bible	  has	  something	  to	  say	  about	  the	  nature	  
and	   consequences	   of	   lying.	   We	   may	   deal	   with	   their	  
inappropriate	   conduct	   by	   instant	   reprimand	   and	   punishment.	  
But	   this	   is	   only	   parJal	   parenJng.	   These	   moments	   are	  
opportuniJes	  to	  show	  that	  the	  Bible	  applies	  to	  everyday	  living.	  
	  

UPCOMING EVENTS
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This	  approach	  can	  be	  used	  to	  teach	  posiJve	  ChrisJan	  virtues,	  
and	   it	   can	   be	   employed	   to	   correct	   bad	   behavior.	   Such	   an	  
approach	  will	  discipline	  the	  child	  to	  think	  like	  God	  wants	  him	  
to	   think,	   and	   eventually	   to	   be	   self-‐disciplined,	   choosing	   to	  
behave	  like	  God	  requires.	  This	  three-‐fold	  approach	  involves:	  
1.MemorizaJon	  of	  scripture	  
2.Reading	  Bible	  stories	  
3.Discussion,	  prayer,	  and	  applicaJon	  by	  the	  family	  
	  
First,	   teach	   the	   child	   an	   appropriate	   memory	   verse.	   This	  
needs	   to	   be	   rehearsed	   daily	   for	   several	   weeks	   —	   at	   the	  
dinner	  table,	  riding	  in	  the	  car,	  etc.	  
Second,	   read	   an	   appropriate	  Bible	   story.	   This	   reinforces	   the	  
memory	  verse,	  demonstrates	  how	  God	  looks	  at	  the	  situaJon,	  
and	  outlines	  the	  consequences	  and	  blessings.	  
Third,	  discuss	   the	  maber.	  How	  does	  God	  view	   it?	  How	  have	  
others	  been	  affected	  by	   it?	  How	  should	  we	  behave	   in	  order	  
to	   please	  God?	   Pray	   together,	   and	   express	   to	  God	   and	   one	  
another	  the	  need	  to	  do	  what	  the	  Bible	  says.	  
Consider	   the	   following	  applicaJon	  of	   these	   three	   steps.	  You	  
need	  to	  do	  some	  teaching	  about	  lying,	  so	  you	  assign	  Proverbs	  
12:22	  as	  a	  memory	  verse:	  “Lying	  lips	  are	  an	  abominaJon	  unto	  
the	   Lord,	   but	   those	  who	  act	   faithfully	   are	  his	   delight.”	   Such	  
abstracJons	   and	   figures	   of	   speech	   may	   not	   be	   grasped,	  
depending	   on	   the	   age	   of	   your	   child.	   ConsulJng	   a	   children’s	  
version,	   you	   may	   reassign	   the	   following	   translaJon	   of	  
Proverbs	  12:22,	  depending	  on	  the	  age	  and	  understanding	  of	  
your	  child:	  “God	  hates	  liars,	  but	  he	  is	  pleased	  with	  those	  who	  
do	  what	  they	  promise.”	  
Proverbs	  are	  good	  memory	  verses.	  Many	  of	  them	  express	  the	  
consequences	   of	   bad	   behavior	   and	   teach	   appropriate	  
conduct.	  
Then,	  read	  about	  the	  old	  prophet’s	   lie	  to	  the	  young	  prophet	  
in	  1	  Kings	  13.	  The	  old	  prophet	  lied	  and	  bad	  things	  happened.	  
Followed	   by	   appropriate	   discussion	   (i.e.,	   about	   God’s	   love,	  
forgiveness,	   etc.)	   and	   prayer,	   you	   will	   reinforce	   a	   moral	  
principle	  with	  the	  most	  effecJve	  tool	  for	  spiritual	  growth	  and	  
discipline	  —	  the	  word	  of	  God.	  
Prac2ce	  What	  You	  Preach	  
Earlier,	  we	   said	   that	   example	  was	  not	   a	   subsJtute	   for	  Bible	  
reading	   and	   instrucJon.	   We	   did	   not	   say,	   however,	   that	  
example	   is	   unimportant.	   You	   cannot	   teach	  paJence	   to	   your	  
children	  while	   loosing	  your	  mind.	  You	  cannot	  teach	  them	  to	  
save,	  budget,	   and	   spend	  wisely,	  while	  habitually	   “rewarding	  
yourself”	  with	  the	  MasterCard.	  You	  will	  not	  teach	  them	  to	  be	  
sincere	   and	   kind,	   while	   you	   unmercifully	   gossip	   about	   the	  
flaws	  of	  others	  behind	  their	  backs.	  
Your	   example	   can	   undermine	   your	   teaching	   efforts.	   But	   on	  
the	  posiJve	  side,	  your	  good	  influence	  will	  reinforce	  your	  Bible	  
teaching	   and	   be	   a	   blessing	   to	   the	   spiritual	   development	   of	  
the	   child.	   The	   Bible,	   read	   and	   applied,	   is	   the	   best	   tool	   for	  
building	  character	  before	  the	  concrete	  sets.	  

SUNDAY EVENING TIME CHANGE: 
Starting June 11th – 2:00PM  

 


