
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
1.  Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
2.  Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
3.  Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
4.  Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).
5.  Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
6.  Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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But why would that thought be troubling for some? 
The preacher explained that he did not believe 
baptism was necessary for salvation. He said that 
Acts 2:38 seems to teach that baptism “is” 
necessary for salvation. Therefore, he said this 
verse was “troubling.”

However, there is no reason for 
any person to be troubled by the teaching of this 
verse. The solution is to accept what it teaches, 
and then there will be no reason for a person to 
feel disturbed by Peter’s statement. 

Nevertheless, instead of accepting 
the clear teaching of the verse, some attempt to 
interpret the verse so that it fits with their view that 
baptism is not necessary for salvation. One such 
attempt is made by saying that the word “for” in 
Acts 2:38 actually means “because of.” If this is 
true, then the verse actually teaches that one 
should repent and be baptized “because one’s 
sins have been forgiven.” 

But this interpretation will not 
stand. The word “for” in this text does not mean 
“because of”; rather, “for” means “in order to 
obtain” the forgiveness of sins. Consider the 
following: Jesus said that He would shed His 
blood “for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). 
“For the remission of sins” in Matthew 26:28 is 
identical, in Greek and English, to “for the 
remission of sins” in Acts 2:38. If “for” means 
“because of,” then Jesus shed His blood “because 
of” the remission of sins? But that cannot be true. 
Jesus shed His blood “in order” for sinners to 
receive the remission of sins (cf. Hebrews 9:22).

In addition, after Peter instructed 
his audience to repent and be baptized for the 
remission of sins, he then urged them: “Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation” (Acts 
2:40). However, if the people were saved already, 
then there would have been no reason for Peter to 
urge them to be saved.  This shows that the 
people needed to be saved, and, therefore, “for 
the remission of sins” means “in order to be 
forgiven.” 

Let us resolve that Acts 2:38 will 
not trouble us. Rather, let us “gladly receive” the 
Word (Acts 2:41)! 

A “TROUBLING” VERSE
Mark Lindley

I recently heard a preacher on the radio 
say that a certain verse was “troubling” for 
some. The verse he referred to is Acts 2:38: 
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” The 
preacher said that this verse is troubling 
because it “seems to say that baptism is for 
the remission of sins.” His understanding was 
correct. This verse not only “seems” to say, 
but it actually “does” say that “baptism is for 
the remission of sins.” 



REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Remember count your
blessings, pray for our lost
ones, the sick, the world and
the broken-hearted.

•SICK: Pat Shackelford, Janie
Chapman, Brock Lindley, Juan Stroupe

•HOSPITAL: Michelle Bellew

•MILITARY: James Chapman
(coming home soon)

•EXTENDED ILLNESS: Junior Derrick,
Jane Morrison, Patti Hall, Johnny
Cissom, George Doss, Joanie Kate
Reese, Louise Pannell, Thad Berryman

•CANCER: April Pounders, Lori Duke, Billy
McBryde, Marie Brumley, Keith Hall, Hermie
Henry (Bonnie Hurt’s Mother), Cohen Hurt,
Frank Elliott, Jimmy Smith, Betty Faye
Ledbury, Peggy Boggs, Marsha Jones, Nita
Trotter, Niani Colom-Omotesa

•SHUT-INS: Tippah County Health &
Rehab: Romia Palmer #204 Resthaven:
Oleta Phillips, Johnnie Carpenter

Sermons available on 
Facebook and YouTube

Are You Growing Spiritually?
By Charles Box

Spiritual growth is an essential part of 
preparing for heaven. "But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To Him be the glory both now and 
forever. Amen." (II Peter 3:18.) Paul 
described spiritual growth by saying, "but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the head -- Christ --" 
(Ephesians 4:15.) The Hebrew Christian had 
to be reminded of the need for spiritual 
growth. (Hebrews 5:12-14.) Following are 
some indicators of spiritual growth.

You grow spiritually by producing the 
fruit of the spirit in your life. "But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control. Against such there is no law." 
(Galatians 5:22-23.) Love is affection, good 
will or benevolence toward others. Joy is 
gladness both received and shared with 
others. Peace is tranquility, harmony and 
concord. Long-suffering is patience or 
endurance. Gentleness is goodness and 
kindness. Goodness is uprightness of heart 
and life. Faith is the conviction of the truths 
we hold. Meekness is gentleness or 
mildness. Self-control is temperance. As the 
fruit of the Spirit increases in life spiritual 
growth is taking place.

You grow spiritually by increasing in 
love for lost souls. "I am a debtor both to 
Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise 
and to unwise. So, as much as is in me, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you who are 
in Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek." (Romans 
1:14-16.)

Let no one around you say, "no one cared for my 
soul." The Psalmist said, "Look on my right hand 
and see, For there is no one who acknowledges 
me; Refuge has failed me; No one cares for my 
soul." (Psalm 142:4.) Pray for the Lord to use you 
in being a soul winner. God's plan for evangelism 
is simple. One who has learned the truth must 
share Christ with another. "And the things that you 
have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also." (II Timothy 2:2.)

You grow spiritually by faithful attendance at 
all the assemblies of the church. Christians 
must assemble faithfully, with the right attitude, 
having a strong desire to worship and serve God. 
(Hebrews 10:24-25.) Faithful attendance provides 
an opportunity for growth and also an opportunity 
to edify others. Never allow yourself to be guilty of 
willfully forsaking even one assembly.

You grow spiritually by developing 
Christlikeness. "My little children, for whom I 
labor in birth again until Christ is formed in 
you." (Galatians 4:19.) Christians must have the 
mind of Christ and follow His example. 
(Philippians 2:5; I Peter 2:21.) The moon reflects 
the light of the sun. Christians reflect the light and 
likeness of God's Son. Has Christ been formed in 
you?

You grow spiritually by developing a 
stronger desire to go to heaven. "This world is 
not my home." (Philippians 1:21-24.) Our desire 
for that heavenly home must be strong. "But now 
they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for He has prepared a city for them." 
(Hebrews 11:16.) Do you really want to go to 
heaven? And are you willing to do what is 
necessary to get there?

PROGRAMS OF  WORK
Website: chapmanchurch.com

Articles  • Sermons (Audio)  • Chapman 
Challengers

The Bible Broadcast
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM • WKZU radio 104.9 FM

Southern Sentinel Article 
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course

Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, 
by enrolling in a free Bible correspondence course. 

To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, 
Ripley, MS 38663 ) or e-mail 

(chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

TEXT ALERTS
Text chapmancoc to 95577 to receive 

Chapman’s Text Alerts.

Pine Vale Children’s Home
2021 Fall Food Drive

Due to COVID-19 – We will be doing 
monetary donations. 

Donation Box is in the foyer. 

Other indicators of spiritual growth are: (1) 
Developing the right mindset (Colossians 3:1-4), 
(2) Giving liberally and cheerfully (II Corinthians 
8:1-5; II Corinthians 9:7), (3) Regular, daily self-
examination (II Corinthians 13:5), (4) Gaining 
knowledge of God's word (II Timothy 2:15), (5) 
Steadfast involvement in the Lord's work (I 
Corinthians 15:58), (6) Praying constantly (I 
Thessalonians 5:17-18), and (7) Developing a 
stronger fellowship with the brethren (Romans 
12:10; John 13:34-35.)

You are either growing or dying spiritually. 
Which direction is your spiritual life headed? 
Obey the gospel (Mark 16:15-16) and endure to 
the end. (Matthew 10:22)


