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September 17, 2017
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Announcements
J C Newby
Song Leader
Keith Newby
Scripture Reading
Kevin Shackelford
Opening Prayer
Jarvene Shackelford (A.M.) John Hopper (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
Britt Lindley (A.M.) Brock Lindley (P.M.)
Lord’ s Table
David Smith (Presiding),
Eli Carter, Mason McAlister, Ross Shackelford
Count and Usher
Bobby Bridges & Danny Shackelford
Prepare Communion
Shawna & Ruby Jones
Wednesday Night Song Leader
Palmer Jones (09/20/17)

OUR RECORD
September 10, 2017
Sunday Bible Study: 123
Sunday Morning Worship:137
Sunday Evening Worship: 98
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 110
Budget: $3,500
Contribution this week: $3,915

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL:
Receive bulletin by e-mail notify us:
chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

Also can view on our website:

chapmanchurch.com

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).

Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).

Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).

Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).

Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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Published Weekly by

Chapman Church of Christ
Ripley, Mississippi
(662) 837-7012
chapmanchurch.com

ELDERS: Barrett Chapman, Terry Chapman, Joel Moore,
Jarvene Shackelford, Tommy Wade
DEACONS: Bryan Davis, Rickey Loveless,

Brad McAlister, Wayne Vandygriff, Larry Wood
PREACHER: Mark Lindley

Does Man have an Immortal Soul?
Kevin Cauley

The question of life after death is a common
theme in many cultures today. It is a question
that has been discussed by poets, artists,
philosophers, and scientists. It is a question
asked by each and every individual living
upon the face of the earth. One of the first
things that we are made aware of within life
is the certainty of death. So what lies beyond
death is naturally one of the most compelling
questions a person can pose. Does the Bible
teach that when a person dies that they are
merely extinct? Lifeless? Soulless? Or does
the Bible teach that after death our soul
remains alive and exists independently of
our bodies? Let’'s examine these questions in
light of Bible teaching.

Does man even have a soul? There are some
who state that the soul of man is nothing more
than the life of man. By this they mean to
suggest that there is nothing different between
a man and an animal insofar as the soul is
concerned. One of their favorite passages is
Proverbs 12:10 which uses the same word
that is translated “soul” to describe the life of a
beast. By this they mean to suggest that
“soul” is merely one’s ‘“life-force” and has
nothing to do with anything other than the
physical body. It is true that there are many
passages within the Bible where “soul” means
“life” and the two words can be used relatively
interchangeably. However, the studious will do
well to note that words often have more than
one meaning and can be used in different
senses. Such is the case for this word as well.
We find one such example in Leviticus 17:11.
This passage says, “For the life of the flesh is
in the blood: and | have given it to you upon
the altar to make an atonement for your souls:
for it is the blood that maketh an atonement
for the soul.” In this passage, the blood makes
atonement for the soul. Was it merely for a
person’s life that atonement was made? Since
when does blood need to be shed to
safeguard a person’s life-force? It should be
clear to the conscientious that “soul” in this
passage means more than just a life-force
because it is something that is in need of
atonement. We find another example in
Leviticus 26:11. God says in this passage,
“‘And | will set my tabernacle among you: and
my soul shall not abhor you.” Here the word
has reference to God himself. Does the word
merely describe God’'s “life-force?” To the
contrary, the context is in regard to the
presence of God among the children of Israel.
We know that God is a Spirit (John 4:24), so
“soul” in this context is not merely referring to
some ‘“life-force” as defined above since the
word is attributed to God himself.



Perhaps the greatest demonstration that the soul
is more than just man’s “life-force” begins in the
prophetic passage Psalm 16:10. This passage
states, “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.” Peter quotes this passage in Acts 2:31
where he applies it to the soul of the resurrected
Jesus. He says, “he (David) foreseeing this spake
of the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was
he left unto Hades, nor did his flesh see
corruption.”ASV. Notice that Peter says that “he”
was not left unto Hades and then he also says that
his flesh did not see corruption. To Peter, the real
Jesus was someone different from his flesh; Jesus
had a soul. Now just exactly where was Jesus
during this period of time that his body was in the
tomb? Jesus’ own words to the thief on the cross
tell us exactly where Jesus was, a place known as
paradise (Luke 23:43). How do we know that
Jesus was not really in heaven with the thief?
Notice these two facts: First, Jesus said that he
would be with the thief “today” in paradise.
Second, when Mary saw Jesus after his
resurrection, Jesus said that he had not yet
ascended to the Father (John 20:17). Now if Jesus
had seen the thief in the same day that he had
died and if Jesus had gone to heaven to see him
after his death, then Jesus would have already
have ascended into heaven and would have had to
come back down to ascend again. This is also
confirmed for us in Ephesians 4:9 where it states,
“‘Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also
descended first into the lower parts of the earth?”
This expression “lower parts of the earth” is a
phrase that occurs in the Old Testament twice
(Psalm 63:9; Isaiah 44:23) and refers to the place
of the departed. Jesus descended to this place
wherein is the realm of paradise and then Jesus
ascended into heaven after having been
resurrected from the dead. The inescapable
conclusion is that the soul of Jesus was still alive
and well while Jesus body was in the tomb.

Finally, we see that Jesus himself argued for the
existence of the soul after death. He did so to the
religious sect of the time known as the Sadducees.
Acts 23:8 tells us what the Sadducees believed in
this regard. “For the Sadducees say that there is
no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit.”

It is significant that the Sadducees believed that there
were no spirits. In their view of things there were no
“souls.” Sadducee doctrine was that when a person was
dead, he had no spirit-form to depart from his body, but
that all that was left of him was the dust from whence he
came. Hence, the dead no longer existed according to the
Sadducees. We see these views addressed in Matthew
22:23-33, Mark 12:18-27, and Luke 20:27-38. It is
significant that Jesus addressed the whole of the
Sadducees doctrine about the resurrection. That is, in the
view of the Sadducess, there was no resurrection because
there were no souls to resurrect. Jesus also answers the
question about angels as well. In these passages, Jesus
first tells the Sadducees that they knew neither the
scriptures nor the power of God. He then answers their
question regarding marriage in the resurrection by telling
them that men would be like angels in the resurrection,
without gender. Finally he deals with the doctrine of
whether the dead have souls that are still living. If they do,
then the implication of that fact is that they will one day be
raised. In Matthew, Jesus is recorded as saying, “But as
touching the resurrection of the dead...” Mark records, “As
touching the dead, that they rise.” Luke writes, “Now that
the dead are raised.” In the next few verses, Jesus makes
it clear that he is not talking about the raising of dead
bodies, but of dead souls. How do we know this? Jesus
takes God’s statement to Moses from Exodus 3:6 where
God says, ‘I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”
and points out the tense of the verb, “| am.” It is present
tense, meaning that God was, during the time of Moses,
the God of the very much alive and well Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. But their bodies were dead, so how could they
be alive? They were alive because they had an immortal
soul. And so Jesus concludes, “God is not the God of the
dead, but of the living.” The implication is that the souls of
Abraham, lIsaac, and Jacob were still alive after their
death in the time of Moses and that, in fact, they were still
alive in the time of Christ.

Yes, there is an immortal soul. Yes, the immortal souls of
all of those who have gone before live right now in the
place of the dead. Yes, one day those immortal souls will
be resurrected to be rejoined with a new and immortal
body (Acts 24:15). Those who do not believe in the
existence of the immortal soul in the words of Jesus, “do
greatly err” (Mark 12:27). The righteous will go into eternal
life and the wicked unto eternal condemnation. Your
immortal soul, dear friend, will be among those
resurrected in that day. Make sure that your life is right
with God today. Don’t “greatly err” from God’s word.
Tomorrow may never come and your immortal soul may
be eternally lost if you heed not his will.

UPCOMING EVENTS

REMINDER:
SUNDAY EVENING TIME - 2:00PM

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
If you haven’t signed up, please do so. Details are in
the foyer. Photography Dates Have CHANGED:
Not coming October 15" — all appointments for 15t
will be on the 29t of October.
If you are not able to do 29" — please reschedule.
September 17t and October 29t and 30t

Any questions, please see Karen.

LADIES BIBLE CLASS
September 215t at 6:30 PM
Speaker: Wanda Yancey
Food: Robin Chapman & Dala Vandygriff
Cards: Kathy Moore

Pine Vale Children’ s Home
Fall Food Drive:
Items requested:
BBQ SAUCE
ZIPLOCS: QUART/GALLON/SANDWICH
PAPER TOWELS

Please place items in the kitchen by classrooms.
Will be picked up the first week of October.

PR_OGRAMS OF WORK
Articles -mmﬁallengers
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM « WKZU radio 104.9 FM
Every other Wednesday

Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, by
enrolling in a free Bible correspondence course.
To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, Ripley, MS
38663 ) or e-mail (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts go out
in deepest sympathy to the family and friends
of our Brother Blair Chapman. He will be
greatly missed.

eFamilies affected by Hurricane Harvey and Irma.
David Smith is in Florida.

*SICK SUNDAY: Joan Berryman, Everett Hurt, Tony
Morrison

*HOSPITAL: Cortney Cissom (Memphis), Riley Jeter
(Birmingham, AL)

eSURGERY RECOVERY: Bonnie Hurt, Curtis
Mauney, George Doss (Kelly Brewer’s Father),
Tracie Gross (Back)

oNEW ADDRESS: Sonia Derrick, 206 Bramlett Blvd.,
Oxford, MS 38655 (Please send cards.)

*EXTENDED ILLNESS: David Young, Bobbie Prather,
Sandra Hopper, George Doss (Kelly Brewer’s
Father), Connie Mauney, Brandon King, Jane Bates,
Lylah McGauhy, Niles Jones, Thad Berryman.
*CANCER: Sandra Jones, Dianne Graves, Johnny
Johnson, Betty Faye Ledbury, Chester Smith, Lana
Waldon, Cutah Newby, Peggy Boggs, Marsha Jones,
Nita Trotter, Lyle Bullock, Carolyn Medlin, Lanny
Yancey, Niani Colom-Omotesa, Kenneth Rainey,
Marilyn Harrell, Janice Willingham, Lester
Wommack, Doug Pannell, Sam Camp, Sam
Warrington (cystic fibrosis & leukemia), Sue
Mauney, Wade Hodges, Katherine Finley, Kane
Pannell, Danny Edmonds, Dean McNutt, John Reno.
*SHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips, Johnnie
Carpenter (Mailing: Resthaven Care Center, 103
Cunningham Drive, Ripley, MS 38663), Tippah
County Hospital Nursing Home: Bonnie Chapman,
Lorene Daily, Christine Chapman (Mailing: Tippah
County Nursing Home, 1005 City Avenue North,
Ripley, MS 38663).



