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Announcements
Kevin Shackelford

Scripture Reading
Logan Yancey

Opening Prayer
David Smith (A.M.)
Mason McAlister (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
Jeff Roberson (A.M.)
Bryan Davis (P.M.)
Lord’s Table
Randell Koon

Count and Usher
Bobby Bridges & Dale Vandygriff
Wednesday Night Song Leader
Brock Lindley (10/27/21)
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WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).
Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).

CHAPMAN CHURCH OF CHRIST
250 COUNTY ROAD 550
RIPLEY, MS 38663

Song Leader
Keith Newby

CHAPMAN
CHALLENGER
Published Weekly by

Chapman Church of Christ
Ripley, Mississippi

(662) 837-7012
chapmanchurch.com
ELDERS: Terry Chapman, Brad McAlister,
Jarvene Shackelford, Tommy Wade
DEACONS: Bryan Davis, John Hopper, Rickey
Loveless, Chris Moore, Kevin Shackelford,
Wayne Vandygriff, Larry Wood
PREACHER: Mark Lindley
What is faith?
Roy Davidson
Faith is a way of knowing things. We gain
very little of our knowledge first-hand. Most of
what we know, we know through evidence and
testimony. Faith is the acceptance of evidence
or testimony after being persuaded that it is
reliable. By accepting reliable testimony we can
know things we did not experience personally.
For example, how do you know that
Socrates was a Greek philosopher? You know
this by faith. You believe what Plato and others
wrote about him, although Socrates himself did
not leave any writings. What you know about
Socrates is based on faith in testimony.
Faith is defined thus in the Bible: “Now
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).
Through faith one is convinced on the basis of
evidence that something is true, even though he
has not seen it himself.

Have you heard someone say, “I’ll believe
that only when I see it”? This is not
reasonable, because if you see something,
faith is not required.
But faith is required for most things we
know! Actually, for everything that we did
not experience ourselves. Faith is a valid
way of knowing things.
If you saw the words, “God is good!”
formed with sea shells on the beach, what
would you conclude? Could anyone make
you believe that the waves had accidently
washed the shells into such a form? No,
you would know that someone had been
there who formed the words on the sand.
Faith in God is also based on evidence and
testimony. “The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament shows His
handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). A creation proves
the existence of its creator. No one could
persuade you that a beautiful painting had
come into being without a painter!
When we observe the intricate living
systems on earth, we come to the
reasonable conclusion that Someone made
these things: “For since the creation of the
world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that
are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse”
(Romans 1:20).
John says that Christian faith rests on
testimony: “If we receive the witness of
men, the witness of God is greater; for this
is the witness of God which He has
testified of His Son. He who believes in the
Son of God has the witness in himself; he
who does not believe God has made Him a
liar, because he has not believed the
testimony that God has given of His Son”
(1 John 5:9, 10).

We accept many things by faith in the testimony of
men. God’s testimony is greater. There is no
excuse for not accepting the truths to which He
testifies. If we reject God’s testimony we are
calling Him a liar.
There is evidence of God as Creator in the
intricate and wonderful things He has made. There
is written testimony in the Biblical record of His
dealings with man.
Knowledge that God exists because of the
evidence in nature and knowledge about God from
the Holy Scriptures, is based on faith in evidence
and testimony as is most knowledge we possess.
Some say, “You do not know God exists, you just
believe He exists.” They are mistaken. I know God
exists! My knowledge is based on faith, that is
true. But the testimony is reliable and the evidence
is conclusive.
Do you know that Napoleon was defeated at
Waterloo? Yes, you know this, but not because
you participated in the battle, but by faith in written
testimony.
In the same way, we know that Jesus rose from
the dead. In 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 Paul lists people
who saw Jesus after His resurrection. He says:
“After that He was seen by over five hundred
brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain
to the present, but some have fallen asleep” (1
Corinthians 15:6). Christian faith is based on the
testimony of eyewitnesses. Their testimony is
recorded in the New Testament.
John testifies: “That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our
hands have handled, concerning the Word of life the life was manifested, and we have seen, and
bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life
which was with the Father and was manifested to
us - that which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have fellowship
with us” (1 John 1:1-3).
Peter testifies: “For we did not follow cunningly
devised fables when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).
Our faith in Jesus is based on the testimony of
people who knew Him, who heard Him teach, and
who saw Him after He rose from the dead.

If It Isn't Broken...Break It
Steve Higginbotham

The truism that states, "If it isn't broken,
don't fix it" may be true with some things, but
not the
human heart (Psalm 51:17). If our hearts aren't
broken, they need to be.
Have you ever heard of "Kintsugi?" Kintsugi is
the Japanese art of repairing broken pottery
with
a "glue" made of gold. Rather than throwing
away a vase, bowl, or cup that had been
dropped
and broken, these items can be repaired by
gluing the pieces back together with gold. The
repair can actually make the piece of pottery
more beautiful and more valuable than it was
before it was broken.
On a personal level, I have learned the value of
brokenness. For the majority of my life,
everything was easy. The biggest challenges I
faced throughout my youth seem trifling to me
today. My life, along with my wife, had a fairytale beginning, but eventually we began to
experience "breaks" (e.g. the miscarriage of a
child; the death of my father-in-law,
mother-in-law, and my dad; and most shattering,
the choices of one of our children).
These breaks, and countless others, could cause
one to retreat, give up, and become bitter.
They hurt (present tense), but my wife and I
refuse to allow our life together to be little more
than useless, broken shards of pottery littering
the floor. No, instead, we've given the broken
pieces to the Lord who has put us back
together, I believe, even more valuable in his
service
than before (Psalm 147:3). The breaks haven't
been desired, but they have been profitable in
the hands of "The Potter" (Romans 9:20-23).
If you've been where we've been; if you are
where we are; if your life has been shattered by
loss, disappointment, and sin, don't give up
(Galatians 6:9). God can do amazing things with
the
pieces of your life. In fact, he can make you
more useful and beautiful than you were before
you were broken.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Pine Vale Children’s Home
Fifth Sunday Contribution- All of
October 31,2021 Contribution will
be given to Pine Vale Children's
Home to honor Brother Eural and
Sister Ola Wade for their love ,
dedication and work for Pine Vale
which they started in 1970.

CHAPMAN’S
TRUNK-R TREAT
& HOTDOG ROAST

October 30th at 5PM
PROGRAMS OF WORK
Website: chapmanchurch.com
Articles • Sermons (Audio) • Chapman
Challengers
The Bible Broadcast
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM • WKZU radio 104.9
FM
Southern Sentinel Article
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your
convenience, by enrolling in a free Bible
correspondence course.
To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550,
Ripley, MS 38663 ) or e-mail
(chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Remember
count
your
blessings, pray for our lost ones,
the sick, the world and the
broken-hearted.
SICK SUNDAY: Dala Vandygriff
REHAB: Michelle Bellew
SURGERY RECOVERY:
Mickey Chandler

Amy

Staggs,

•EXTENDED ILLNESS: Junior Derrick,
Jane Morrison, Patti Hall, Johnny Cissom,
George Doss, Joanie Kate Reese, Louise
Pannell, Thad Berryman
•CANCER: April Pounders, Lori Duke, Billy
McBryde, Marie Brumley, Keith Hall,
Hermie Henry (Bonnie Hurt’s Mother),
Cohen Hurt, Frank Elliott, Jimmy Smith,
Betty Faye Ledbury, Peggy Boggs,
Marsha Jones, Nita Trotter, Niani ColomOmotesa
•SHUT-INS: Tippah County Health &
Rehab: Romia Palmer #204 Resthaven:
Oleta Phillips, Johnnie Carpenter

Sermons available on
Facebook and YouTube
TEXT ALERTS

Text chapmancoc to 95577 to receive
Chapman’s Text Alerts.

