So here’s my question: Why are Christians
encouraging their children to wait to get
married? I recognize this article will be
extremely unpopular with some people,
because we have allowed our culture to
redefine what is “normal.” The average age for
American males to marry is 29.2 years old. The
average age for women to get married is 27.1
years old.
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What  Must  I  Do  To  Be  Saved?	

1.    Hear  the  Gospel  (Romans  10:13-‐‑17).	
2.    Believe  the  Gospel  (Acts  15:7;Mark  16:15,  16).	
3.    Repent  of  Sins  (Acts  3:19).	
4.    Confess  Faith  in  Christ  (Acts  8:37).	
5.    Be  Baptized  for  Remission  of  Sins(Acts  2:38).	
6.    Be  Faithful  (Revelation  2:10).	
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Here’s what that means: our young men are
hitting puberty around age 14 and then they are
putting off marriage for about 15 years. Is this
smart and is it in accordance with God’s Word?
What are we really teaching our young people
about the beauty of marriage and commitment
when we say, “You need to finish college first
and be financially secure.”

The Bible says, “He who finds a wife finds a
good thing, and obtains favor from the
Lord” (Proverbs 18:22). Notice what it does not
say. God’s inspired Word does not say “He who
Young people, Go Get Married
is in college should finish college before getting
Brad Harrub
married.” It also doesn’t say, “He who is
I am so confused by our Christian culture. All sexually mature should commit fornication with
throughout high school we teach our young people individuals or become addicted to pornography
about purity and abstinence. We challenge them to instead of marrying.”
remain virgins until they are married. Then we send
them off to college and encourage them not to get For 18 years our young people hear preachers
married until they are finished with their schooling. point out that the church is the bride of Christ.
As a result, most of our young people are either Then they run off to college and young people
committing fornication as they wait until graduation are given the unspoken message that college
to marry, or they are getting addicted to internet should come before a spouse. As a result, the
marriage rate in America is at an all time low
pornography.
with fewer than half of all American households
Friends, the numbers don’t lie. In July 2009, Mark being made up of married couples. According
Regnerus reported in Christianity Today that over to Barna research, in the past 35 years, the
90 percent of American adults experience sexual number of independent female households has
intercourse before marrying. Look at that number increased by 65% and the number of
again—over 90 percent. Simply put, most young independent make households has increased
by 120%! In other words, our children are
people are not waiting for marriage.
waiting so long to marry, that in many cases
they never say “I do.”

And yet again, God’s inspired Word says, He
who finds a wife finds a good thing, and
obtains favor from the Lord” (Proverbs
18:22). God instituted marriage. It is good.
He did not institute college. He did not
institute sowing your wild oats. And He
certainly did not institute loving the world or
the things in the world.
Here’s what I see as I travel across this
nation. Because of this relaxed view on
marriage, our young men are postponing
growing up. Many are still playing video
games well into their 30s. Parents
encourage this behavior by giving their
children everything they want and shielding
their children from any type of economic
struggles. They also allow their adult children
to remain immature and pursue pleasurefilled lives.
Add to this the narcissistic nature of the
current young generation. Many put off
marriage until they find the “perfect” spouse,
believing himself or herself to be perfect as
well—making marriage a measure of
success and status rather than a covenant
before God. As such, they become more
comfortable with sexual guilt and continue to
delay marriage.
To support the conflicting message we are
sending to young people, parents often point
out that people who marry young are likely to
struggle financially and they are more likely
to get divorced. Please understand that it is
not age that causes a divorce. Surely New
Testament Christian parents are teaching
their children about the seriousness of
marriage before they leave home! And
maybe, just maybe, those financial struggles
will cause growth and lead to stronger
marriages and stronger relationships to God.

Are we sending our children a mixed
message? My children have heard me say
many times to their mother that I wish I had
married her younger so I would have more
years to be married to her.
As a result of our schizophrenic approach
to marriage, Christians are marrying less
and having fewer children. And as a result
the church continues to decline. It would be
one thing if putting off marriage made a
major difference in divorce statistics—but
the reality is many young people develop
independent attitudes and have trouble
compromising if they have been out on their
own for a decade.
So what is the answer? Should we be
preaching abstinence more often to our
young people? Should we have more
retreats on purity in our youth programs? I
don’t think these are the answers.
I believe maybe we should reevaluate the
priority we are placing on marriage. I
believe we should not be discouraging our
young people to marry at an earlier age if
they are mature and understand the
commitment they are making. I believe we
need to be teaching our young people that
marriage is the second most important
decision they will ever make (more
important that college), and demonstrate
the magnitude of this covenant in our own
marriages. I believe we need to stop
allowing our culture to dictate what is
consider “normal” about an institution that
God Himself started.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Pine Vale Children’s Home
Fall Food Drive:
Items requested:
Cereal
Kool aid mix or drink boxes
Dry seasonings:
meatloaf, taco, gravy mix,
spaghetti, chili

Please place items in the kitchen by classrooms.

Will picked up November 12th.
CHAPMAN HOLIDAY BASKETS
November 11th – after Evening Service
Please come make and deliver baskets.

Please join us for
A Baby Shower in Honor of

JORDAN & KELSEY STAGGS
Sunday, November 18th
3:30 to 4:30PM
Chapman Church of Christ Fellowship Hall

It’s a Girl! - Sophie Mae
Colors: Light Pink & Mint
Registered: Walmart
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER
IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts go out
in deepest sympathy to the family and friends
of Jesse Morgan (Robin Criswell’s Father).
•HOME:	
  Daxton	
  McVey,	
  StarreC	
  Chapman,	
  Mickey	
  
Chandler,	
  Gearline	
  Cissom,	
  Pat	
  Shackelford	
  	
  
	
  
•RECOVERY:	
  Doris	
  Williford	
  (Hip)	
  
	
  
•HOSPITAL:	
  Kerry	
  Trimble	
  (Nashville,	
  TN)	
  
	
  
•EXTENDED	
   ILLNESS:	
   Joanie	
   Kate	
   Reese,	
   Carlin	
  
Johnson,	
   Mitch	
   Lewellen,	
   Rita	
   Hurt,	
   Faye	
   Jenkins,	
  
Linda	
   Chapman,	
   Nina	
   Morrison,	
   Jo	
   Chapman,	
  
Louise	
   Pannell,	
   Roger	
   Bryant	
   (ALS),	
   Venie	
  
Holbrook,	
   Tony	
   Morrison,	
   Bobbie	
   Prather,	
   Sandra	
  
Hopper,	
   Connie	
   Mauney,	
   Brandon	
   King,	
   Jane	
  
Bates,	
   Lylah	
   McGaughy,	
   Niles	
   Jones,	
   Thad	
  
Berryman	
  
•CANCER:	
  Cohen	
  Hurt,	
  Frank	
  EllioC,	
  	
  Jimmy	
  Smith,	
  
Roxieann	
   Foster,	
   Rhonda	
   Horton,	
   Lanny	
   Yancey	
  
(Treatments),	
   Danny	
   Yancey,	
   Lana	
   Waldon,	
   Diane	
  
Hodges,	
   Sandra	
   Jones,	
   Dianne	
   Graves,	
   BeCy	
   Faye	
  
Ledbury,	
   Cutah	
   Newby,	
   Peggy	
   Boggs,	
   Marsha	
  
Jones,	
   Nita	
   TroCer,	
   Carolyn	
   Medlin,	
   Niani	
   Colom-‐
Omotesa,	
   Kenneth	
   Rainey,	
   Janice	
   Willingham,	
  
Lester	
   Wommack,	
   Doug	
   Pannell,	
   Sam	
   Camp,	
   Sam	
  
Warrington	
   (cys\c	
   ﬁbrosis	
   &	
   leukemia),	
   Katherine	
  
Finley,	
   Kane	
   Pannell,	
   Danny	
   Edmonds,	
   Dean	
  
McNuC,	
  John	
  Reno.	
  
	
  
•SHUT-‐INS:	
   Resthaven:	
   Oleta	
   Phillips,	
   Johnnie	
  
Carpenter	
   	
   (Mailing:	
   Resthaven	
   Care	
   Center,	
   103	
  
Cunningham	
   Drive,	
   Ripley,	
   MS	
   38663),	
   Tippah	
  
County	
   Hospital	
   Nursing	
   Home:	
   Bonnie	
   Chapman,	
  
Lorene	
  Daily,	
  ChrisGne	
  Chapman	
  (Mailing:	
  Tippah	
  
County	
   Nursing	
   Home,	
   1005	
   City	
   Avenue	
   North,	
  
Ripley,	
  MS	
  38663).	
  	
  	
  

