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November 13, 2016
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Announcements
Palmer Jones
Song Leader
J C Newby
Scripture Reading
Tom Wade
Opening Prayer
Jeff Staggs (A.M.) Jarvene Shackelford (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
David Smith (A.M.) Chase Chapman (P.M.)
Lord’ s Table
Michiel Criswell (Presiding),
Jack Harris, Brock Lindley, Joel Moore
Count and Usher
Ricky Cissom, Rickey Loveless
Prepare Communion
Rita Smith & Lauren Carter
Wednesday Night Song Leader
Brad McAlister (11/16//2016)

OUR RECORD
November 6, 2016
Sunday Bible Study: 116
Sunday Morning Worship:131
Sunday Evening Worship: 95
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 102
Budget: $3,500
Contribution this week: $3,759

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL:
Receive bulletin by e-mail notify us:
chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

Also can view on our website:

chapmanchurch.com

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).

Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).

Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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Chapman Church of Christ
Ripley, Mississippi
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ELDERS: Barrett Chapman, Jarvene
Shackelford, Tommy Wade
DEACONS: Terry Chapman, Bryan Davis,

Rickey Loveless, Brad McAlister,
Joel Moore, Wayne Vandygriff, Larry Wood
PREACHER: Mark Lindley

Meaningless Repetition

Doug Dingley
We’'ve all seen it. Sometimes when a person is
nearing their physical death, there are several
fairly predictable things that will happen. Their
speech often gets quieter and somewhat more
difficult to understand; there is no life,
excitement, or enthusiasm left in their voices;
and they might even sometimes mumble the
same phrases and/or semi-sentences over, and
over, and over again — often without much
conscious thought as to those phrases’
meaning or the impact they might have on
those whom they love who might hear them —
simply because these oft-used phrases are so
familiar to them, and their repetitive but
thoughtless familiarity brings some false sense
or semblance of security. But sadly, similar can
be said to be true in the spiritual world at times
as well.

Let your prayers not be empty, but meaningful
thought at the Lord's feet.

We are all probably pretty familiar with the fact
that in the “sermon on the mount” Jesus said,
“And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions
as the heathen do. For they think that they will
be heard for their many words” (Matthew 6:7).
The Greek word translated for the “vain
repetitions” which the Son of God said we are
not to use in prayer if we want our prayers to
possess the power to truly reach our heavenly
Father’'s ears, only occurs once in the entire
New Testament, and means “to repeat the same
things over and over,” or “to use many idle
words.” Our Lord and Savior’s instruction is
translated in other versions as, “do not heap up
empty phrases” (ESV); “do not use meaningless
repetition” (NASV); and “use not vain
repetitions” (KJV).

Jesus then went on to give a very precise, word-
efficient but effective example of what humble,
sincere, and heart-felt prayer should be like.
Incredibly, and in complete contradiction to the
very instruction of Jesus in uttering it, some
religious groups today will still thoughtlessly,
ignorantly, and automatically repeat the same,
surface, automatic and meaningless words and
phrases in prayer, over and over... and over
again. For most of us, probably the “Hail Mary’s”
of corrupt Catholicism come to mind as the
inevitable crescendo of this complete
contradiction of divinely-inspired and delivered
instruction.

But let us consider our Lord and Savior’s
teaching from a slightly different angle and
application when it comes to praying with
“‘meaningless repetition,” or, with repeating the
same things over and over and over.



Who says it all has to be at the same time?
When one seeks to lead the Lord’s saints into
the very awesome presence and throne room of
the grace of almighty God (Revelation 5), and
utters pretty much the same, exact, word for
word, mechanical and memorized, automated
and uninspiring words and prayer phrases that
they have every time they’ve led prayer for the
past weeks, months, years and/or decades in
order to just simply “do their duty” by leading a
prayer someone assigned them to, doesn’t that,
too, fall under the “don’t use meaningless
repetition” instruction of our Lord and Savior?
Shouldn’t we, instead, be leading grateful,
thoughtful, meaningful and insightful, significant
and heart-felt, specific and humble, reverent and
exuberant, ‘new every morning like the Lord’s
tender mercies’ (Lam. 3:22-24) prayer?

I mean, how does it make us feel when we
receive some automated, mechanical,
repetitiously and mass-produced message from
someone? Like the company or contingent
contacting us loves us deeply and has some
great personal love, respect, gratitude or loyalty
for our benevolent efforts on their behalf?
Hardly! What about when the bored to tears
cashier at the local grocery store counter voices
the obligatory “Did you find everything okay?” or,
“‘How are you tonight?” when you know down
deep inside that they’re only mouthing those
words and saying those sentences because they
have to, and that they really couldn’t care less
whether you did or did not “find everything,” and/
or what you may or may not be struggling with.
They're just “putting in their time.”

And after all God has done for us, He certainly
deserves far better that that in all of our
communication with Him!

We are to pray constantly and continually (1
Thess. 5:17; Lk. 6:12; Acts 2:42), in order that we
might lose heart (Lk. 18:1). We are to pray for our
enemies and so that we do not fall into temptation
(Lk. 6:28; 22:40-46). We are to pray with the
proper spirit and understanding (1 Cor. 14:15). We
are to pray for others personally and specifically,
bringing them up before the throne of God for
individual strengthening (Ro. 15:30; Phm. 1:22).
Prayer is serious! And it should be taken thus!

Let us always be a grateful people who challenge
ourselves to give God our absolute best in all
things, just as He gave Heaven’s best to secure
our eternal salvation. Brothers, let us never settle
for taking the lead in leading God’s people in
prayer into His very and most awesome and awe-
inspiring presence, with anything less than our
absolutely most heartfelt, humble, sincere, and
well-thought out and prepared prayers and
petitions. While it's true that long, lengthy,
hypocritical and pride-filled prayers just to impress
people are not honored by God whatsoever (Matt.
23:14), neither are those prayers which feature the
same, automated, mechanical and mumbled
‘meaningless repetition.” Let us remember that
those often indicate dying bodies — whether
physical or spiritual!

A Direct Influence
By Ron Thomas

If from the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks,
and one can be known by the quality of the fruit produced,
then it is reasonable to conclude that both the words
spoken and the deeds done are indicative of the person’s
heart. People are able to see this and judge. People of
maturity can understand this, but people full of sin (or self)
are quick to point out that one—especially one guilty of
sinful behavior. It is interesting that these are the same
people who look upon the Lord and faithfully proclaim they
would NEVER deny Him, but their lives have denial written
all over them. The deeds we do, the words we speak, and
the thoughts we think reflect correctly on (or against) the
Lord’s influence on our lives.

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHAPMAN HOLIDAY BASKETS
Sunday, November 13th at 2:00
PM

List of Names doing baskets for -
posted in foyer - please review -
want to make sure we don’ t miss
anyone.

All Lads To Leaders and every
one - welcome to help make
baskets and deliver on the 13th.

JOIN US FOR THIS WORTHWHILE

WORK- Rgmegmber...It is morg
blgssed to give than to recgive.

CHAPMAN LADIES BIBILE CLASS
. Thursday, November 17t - 6:30 P.M.

PROGRAMS OF WORK
Website: chapmanchurch.com
Articles * Sermons (Audio) ¢« Chapman
Challengers
The Bible Broadcast
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM
* WKZU radio 104.9 FM
Southern Sentinel Article
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your
convenience, by enrolling in a free Bible
correspondence course.

To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550,
Ripley, MS 38663 ) or e-mail
(chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts go
out in deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of Jane Crawford, Lorie Christian and
Guy Stroupe.

oSICK SUNDAY: Dawn Stroupe, Tracie Gross
®TEST: Starrett Chapman
¢SURGERY RECOVERY(Home) : Margie Hurt

eEXTENDED ILLNESS: Trevor Shinall,Dawn
Jackson’s Nephew- 8 yrs. Old (leukemia) Cards
may be sent to 507 Cumberland Place, Oxford, MS
38655.

Sandra Hopper Courtney Cissom, George Doss
(Kelly Brewer’s Father), Willie Jeanes, Ed James
Pannell, Connie Mauney, Genice Collette (Mildred
Shackelford’s Sister), Tony Morrison, Brandon
King, Jane Bates, Lylah McGauhy, Fagin and
Johnnie Carpenter, Sandra & Niles Jones, Thad
Berryman.

¢ CANCER: Peggy Boggs, Marsha Jones, Nita
Trotter, Lyle Bullock, Carolyn Medlin, Lanny
Yancey, Niani Colom-Omotesa, Kenneth Rainey,
Marilyn Harrell, Janice Willingham, Wayne Crabb,
Lester Wommack, Grady Chandler, Doug Pannell,
Don Allen Riggs (19, student at FU from El Paso, TX),
has stage 3 cancer. Cards may be sent to Target House 1,
1811 Poplar Ave, Apt. 211, Memphis, TN 38104), Sam
Camp, Sam Warrington (cystic fibrosis &
leukemia), Rodney Hilliard, Sue Mauney, Wade
Hodges, Jennifer Pannell (Niece of Sharon
Pannell), Katherine Finley, Kane Pannell, Danny
Edmonds, Dean McNutt, John Reno, Ruth Greer,
Margie James.

oSHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips (Mailing:
Resthaven Care Center, 103 Cunningham Drive,
Ripley, MS 38663), Iippah County Hospital
Nursing Home; Bonnie Chapman, Lorene Daily,
Christine Chapman (Mailing: Tippah County
Nursing Home, 1005 City Avenue North, Ripley,
MS 38663).



