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December 10, 2017
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Announcements
Danny Shackelford

Song Leader
Brad McAlister
Scripture Reading
Rickey Cissom
Opening Prayer
Tommy Wade (A.M.) Jeff Stagg (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
Johnny Cissom (A.M.) Jack Harris (P.M.)
Lord’ s Table
Terry Chapman (Presiding),
Bobby Bridges, Chase Chapman, J C Newby
Count and Usher
Bryan Davis & Kevin Shackelford
Prepare Communion
Janette Rickles & Romia Palmer
Wednesday Night Song Leader
Barrett Chapman (12/13/17)

OUR RECORD
December 3, 2017
Sunday Bible Study: 132
Sunday Morning Worship:152
Sunday Evening Worship: 122
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 121
Budget: $3,500
Contribution this week: $3,727

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL:
Receive bulletin by e-mail notify us:
chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

Also can view on our website:

chapmanchurch.com

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).

Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).

Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).

Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).

Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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CHAPMAN
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Published Weekly by

Chapman Church of Christ
Ripley, Mississippi
(662) 837-7012
chapmanchurch.com

ELDERS: Barrett Chapman, Terry Chapman, Joel Moore,
Jarvene Shackelford, Tommy Wade
DEACONS: Bryan Davis, Rickey Loveless,

Brad McAlister, Wayne Vandygriff, Larry Wood
PREACHER: Mark Lindley

Heaven, the Better Place
David R. Pharr

Philippians was written from prison where Paul
waited to see whether he would be executed or
released. The Philippians were praying for his
release and Paul expected that this would be
answered and that he could continue his work. But
he also knew that in death he would go to be with
the Lord. This put him in what he called “a strait
betwixt two” (pulled between two choices, hard to
decide). On the one hand he wanted to be able to
continue to help the church, but he also had a
deep desire to go on to heaven. Verse 21 shows
his profound confidence of hope. If he lived it
would be in the service of Christ, but to die would
be gain. We want to look especially at these words
in verse 23: “to depart, and to be with Christ,
which is far better.” Heaven is the “far better”
place. Another writer expressed it: “knowing in
yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an
enduring substance” (Heb. 10:34).

A Heavenly Country

Heaven is a better place because it is a heavenly
country. Abraham lived in this present world for
175 years. He participated in and enjoyed many of
the good things of this present world, but was
looking for a better place. Hebrews 11:26 says he
and others of faith were seeking “a better country,
that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a city.” Verse 10 says, Abraham
“looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.”

This present world will wear out and be destroyed,
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). What will
that heavenly country and city be like? Many
wonderful metaphors are used to describe i,
including streets and walls of gold, and precious
stones and pearls. The description is the best that
can be stated in human words, but when we have
visualized it as best we can, just know that it is far
better. It's the Father’'s house with many
mansions. It's paradise, with a river of pure water
of life (Rev. 22;1), and in the middle is the tree of
life. “To him that overcometh will | give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise
of God” (Rev. 2:7).

Better Bodies

There is an interesting and significant statement in
the story of Job. In the midst of his great suffering
he was aware that the time would come when his
earthly physical body was going to die and decay.
But in Job 19:26 he declared his hope for a new
body. “And though after my skin worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God.”

In the New Testament we are told that we will have
a “spiritual body.” A “spiritual body” means a body
not limited by the shortcomings of flesh.
Philippians 3:21 tells us that Christ will “change our
vile body [lowly, earthly, physical body] that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue
all things unto himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).



John writes of the same thing. “Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as
he is” (1 John 3:2).

The saved in heaven will have bodies, spiritual
bodies. Our finite minds cannot visualize how that
is possible, that somehow the dead will be raised
and given bodies that are fit for Heaven. That this is
something beyond our ability to imagine is
discussed in 1 Corinthians 15:25ff. This is a text
worthy of much contemplation.

First, the apostle uses the illustration of a seed
(36-38). A seed appears lifeless and insignificant,
yet it dies in the earth to germinate into a marvelous
plant. Let us suppose we had never seen the
process in nature. Someone shows us a little brown
seed and tells how it will grow into a large plant with
green leaves and striking colors. If we had never
seen this, if we had never seen a pretty flower
develop from a seed, would it not seem impossible
to imagine? The apostle’s point is that when we
recognize God’s power in the transformation of seed
into grain we can believe he can change our bodies
from corruptible into incorruptible.

Then the text calls our attention to the great variety
in the universe, the different forms of life, the
planets and the stars. The point is that if God could
make all that we can see, why would we doubt that
he can do things we can't yet see. We don’t know
everything and there is much we have never seen.
The Creator who made our natural bodies can also
make our spiritual bodies. This is Paul’s confidence
of faith and hope. “While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which are not seen are eternal. For
we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens” (2 Cor. 4:18-5:1). It is sufficient to know
that God has promised a new body, a spiritual body.
It will be a body that is relieved of all weariness and
stress. The Bible says, “Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their
works do follow them” (Rev. 14:13).

“There the weary be at rest” (Job 3:17). It will also be
a body without the sadness, suffering, affliction, and
death of this present world. Heaven will be better
because we will have bodies which can never be
touched by afflictions and death. “And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away” (Rev. 21:4).

Better Companions

Heaven is better because of the companions with
whom we will share it.

First, we need to know that there will be no bad people
there. Job said that there “the wicked cease from
troubling” (Job 3:17). No evil person or evil thing can
be found there. “And there shall in no wise enter into it
any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27).
Consider also that in heaven we will be in the
company of the saints of the ages. “And | say unto
you, That many shall come from the east and west,
and shall sit down with Abraham, and lIsaac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 8:11).

The righteous living and the resurrected “dead in
Christ” will be reunited and together forever. “For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17).
Some have reasoned that because we will be changed
that we will not know one another. Others have
argued that if we should know one another we might
also be saddened by knowing of loved ones who are
not there. This way of thinking seems to count the
possibility of that sadness as of greater concern than
the possibility of joy in a heavenly reunion. Paul
anticipated that his brethren would be his “hope, or joy,
or crown of rejoicing” when they were in the presence
of Christ (1 Thess. 2:19). Arguments that limit our
hope are like the reasoning of the Sadducees, whom
Jesus said “err because they don’t know the scriptures
nor the power of God.”

UPCOMING EVENTS

REMINDER:
SUNDAY EVENING TIME - 2:00 PM

Congmtu[ations
rMa,[rory Cﬁa}aman &
{Logan Yancey - gmcfuau’ng
r?\/lississipjai State University

Pine Vale Christmas Child
Girl - 14 years old
December 9 - Pine Vale Holiday Party
Foote Street Church of Christ at 11 AM
Bring a dish.(Potluck Luncheon)
Please make plans to attend this

special event for Pine Vale.

Special Thanks for all helped
with her gifts.

PROGRAMS OF WORK
Website: chapmanchurch.com
Articles * Sermons (Audio) ¢« Chapman
Challengers
The Bible Broadcast
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM « WKZU radio 104.9
FM
Southern Sentinel Article
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your
convenience, by enrolling in a free Bible
correspondence course.

To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550,
Ripley, MS 38663 ) or e-mail
(chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts
go out in deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of Kyle Hollis, Judy
Ward and Pat Morgan (Robin Criswell’s
Mother).

oSICK SUNDAY: Gearlene Cissom, Debbie
Chapman

*EXTENDED ILLNESS: Venie Holbrook, Cortney
Cissom, Tony & Jane Morrison, Juanita
Mauney, Tracie Gross, David Young, Bobbie
Prather, Sandra Hopper, George Doss (Kelly
Brewer’s Father), Connie Mauney, Brandon
King, Jane Bates, Lylah McGauhy, Niles Jones,
Thad Berryman.

eCANCER: Bobby White, Sandra Jones,
Dianne Graves, Johnny Johnson, Betty Faye
Ledbury, Chester Smith, Lana Waldon, Cutah
Newby, Peggy Boggs, Marsha Jones, Nita
Trotter, Carolyn Medlin, Lanny Yancey, Niani
Colom-Omotesa, Kenneth Rainey, Marilyn
Harrell, Janice Willingham, Lester Wommack,
Doug Pannell, Sam Camp, Sam Warrington
(cystic fibrosis & leukemia), Sue Mauney,
Wade Hodges, Katherine Finley, Kane Pannell,
Danny Edmonds, Dean McNutt, John Reno.
*SHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips, Johnnie
Carpenter (Mailing: Resthaven Care Center,
103 Cunningham Drive, Ripley, MS 38663),
Tippah County Hospital Nursing Home: Bonnie
Chapman, Lorene Daily, Christine Chapman
(Mailing: Tippah County Nursing Home, 1005
City Avenue North, Ripley, MS 38663).



