
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
1.  Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
2.  Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
3.  Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
4.  Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).
5.  Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
6.  Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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CHALLENGER

THE

CAST THE FIRST STONE
Mark Lindley

There was an occasion when the scribes 
and Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman 
accused of adultery. The accusers said the 
woman had been caught in the very act of 
this immoral behavior. Those who accused 
the lady said that, according to the Law of 
Moses, the woman should be stoned to 
death. Then they asked Jesus what he 
taught about the punishment for adultery. 
When the accusers demanded an answer 
from Jesus, he said, "He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at her" 
(John 8:7). Not a single accuser stepped 
forward to throw the first stone. Why not? It 
was because not one of them was without 
sin. All who had accused the woman walked 
away one by one, defeated and condemned 
by their own consciences.

This text is sometimes abused in an 
attempt to justify sin. When sins such as 
homosexuality, drunkenness, adultery, and 
lying are condemned, someone will 
respond, "He that is without sin cast the 
first stone," as if that statement removes 
the guilt of sin. But it does not. To use 
Jesus’ statement in an attempt to remove 
the guilt of sin is an abuse of what the Lord 
said. Jesus did not overlook the woman’s 
sin; rather, He pointed out that she had 
been guilty of sin. After all the accusers 
had walked away, Jesus inquired of the 
lady, “Woman, where are those thine 
accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said 
unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more” (John 8:10-11). Notice 
that Jesus said go and “sin” no more. He 
labeled her adultery as “sin.” Jesus did not 
ignore the lady’s sin. In fact, Jesus never 
overlooked or made light of sin, and neither 
should we.
However, we learn from this passage that 
we can recognize sin without harshly 
judging and condemning those who are 
ensnared in a life of sin. Jesus said to the 
sin-sick lady, “Neither do I condemn thee.” 
This reveals the compassion and mercy of 
Jesus. Although he recognized this lady 
had committed sin, he showed compassion 
toward her. Therefore, if we want to be like 
Jesus, rather than feeling that we are 
spiritually superior to others we should 
realize that all of us have sinned 
(Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 3:23; I John 
1:8). Since we have all sinned, we are in 
no position to feel we are better than 
others who have committed those “awful” 
sins. As people who have fallen short of 
the glory of God, we should realize our 
unworthiness to “cast the first stone.”



REMEMBER IN PRAYER

IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: 
Our hearts go out in deepest 
sympathy to the family and 
friends of Alvie Jones (Palmer’s 
Uncle). 
Remember count your blessings, 
pray for our lost ones, the sick, the 
world and the broken-hearted.

HOSPITAL: Sarina Tigrett - Parents: Kane & 
Anna (LeBonhuer- heart. 4 month old)

SURGERY RECOVERY: Mickey Chandler

EXTENDED ILLNESS: Joanie Kate Reese, 
Garrison Coats, Joe Clark, George Doss, 
Thad Berryman, John Walker Perry, Juanita 
Michael

CANCER:) Tiny Willis, Dorothy Hopper 
(John’s Mother) Billy McBryde (Rita Smith’s 
Father), George Doss (Kelly Brewer’s 
Father), Deborah Williams (Kim Lindley’s 
Aunt), Ralph Shaw (Janie Chapman’s Son-in-
law), Loxlee Eaton , David South, Eddie 
Mauney, Haley Loveless, Sidra Davis, Tish 
Clark, Kevin Clifton, Austin Wentz, Betty 
Faye Ledbury

SHUT-INS: Tippah County Health & 
Rehab: Romia Palmer, Jimmy Berryman, 
Peggy Davis, Joe Clark

TEXT ALERTS
Text chapmancoc to 8779897012 to 

receive Chapman’s Text Alerts.

Sermons available on 
Facebook and YouTube

If Christ Had Not Come
Garland Elkins

The cross was not an untimely circumstance in the life of 
Christ.The choosing of it goes back before the beginning of 
creation, for He was the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world (Rev. 13:8). Peter wrote,  
 
Knowing ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, 
with silver or gold, from your vain manner of life handed 
down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb without blemish 
and without spot, even the blood of Christ: who was 
foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifested at the end of times for your sake. (1 Pet. 
1:18-20)  
 
By no means, does this mean that the wicked men who 
crucified Christ were innocent. Peter said to those who 
crucified Him, “Beginning from the baptism of John, unto 
the day that he was received up from us, of these must one 
become a witness with us of his resurrection” (Acts 1:22-
24). The cross was not something that men were able to 
force on Christ. “No one taketh it away from me, but I lay it 
down of myself” (John 10:18). Jesus voluntarily gave His 
life that we might live. He said, “Therefore doth the Father 
love me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it 
again” (John 10:17).  
 
 Amazing as it is to the world, much of the value of 
Christianity lies in the death of its founder, and this is true 
of no other religion. Death to the founders of all false 
religions is looked upon as a tragedy. Death to Mohammed 
and Confucius was tragedy. In spite of the sin on the part of 
those who crucified Him, death to Christ was victory. What 
if there had been no cross; suppose Christ had not died? 
What would be our condition now?  
 
 1. We would still be living in darkness. As Gentiles, we 
could expect that we would be worshipping idols. 
Therefore, the condition would mean that we were lost, 
without God either in life or death.  
 
Wherefore remember, that once ye, the Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is call 
Circumcision, in the flesh, made by hands; that ye were at 
that time separate from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of the promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. (Eph. 2:11-12)  

If Jesus or if we as Gentiles had become Jewish proselytes, we would be 
bound by the law of Moses. If Christ had never come, one could not be 
saved, for apart from the coming of Christ and the shedding of His blood, 
there would have been no salvation (Heb. 10:1-4, 9:11-22, 13:39; Gal. 
2:16).  
 
2. We would still be in our sins. It is true that there were certain 
sacrifices that were to be offered up, but these were only for temporary 
atonement and depended upon His coming as the Lamb of God and 
offering Himself for the sins of the world (John 1:29, 36). Guilt would 
continue to burden our souls with no hope of forgiveness. Psychiatrists 
seek to relieve the pent-up emotions and mental conflicts by getting the 
sinner to confess his wrongs, but only Christ can bring inner peace 
through the forgiveness of sins.  
 
3. Divine justice would not be satisfied. Divine justice demanded that 
man be punished. When a man kills his wife to get her insurance, a 
mother kills her children or a drunkard kills innocent people, all 
reasonable people agree that the penalty should be severe. Sin—even one 
sin—in God’s sight is far more serious that we comprehend and from the 
standpoint of justice deserves to be punished. The Father and the Son 
agree that divine justice demanded death for sin. Jesus, therefore, came to 
earth to pay the penalty that man deserved to pay. This He did that we 
might be saved (Gal. 1:4; Heb. 2:9-10; Rom. 5:6-8).  
 
4. There would be no Mediator and reconciliation. Sin separated man 
from God (Isa. 59:1-2). Christ came to reconcile man to God (2 Cor. 
5:19-21). The fact that Christ gave Himself for us touches us and brings 
about a desire for forgiveness on our part (2 Cor. 8:9).  
 
5. There would be no life for us beyond the grave. Life and 
immortality are made possible because Christ came. He said, “...I came 
that they may have life, and may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
Paul wrote of Christ, “But hath now been manifested by the appearing of 
our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10).  
 
“But Now Is Christ Risen from the Dead” Paul declares with a shout of 
triumph that Christ is risen from the dead and is become the “firstfruits” 
of them that slept. Jesus declared, “I am the resurrection, and the life” 
(John 11:25). He announced to Thomas, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me” (John 14:6). His death 
brought the possibility of forgive- ness from sin. His resurrection brings 
the certainty of immortality.  
 
Paul, along with the other apostles and hundreds of additional brethren, 
had seen Christ after His resurrection and had been taught of Him (1 Cor. 
15:1-8; Luke 24:13- 34). Why does Paul refer to Christ as the 
“firstfruits”? Had there not been people brought back from the dead 
before Jesus was raised? Yes, some had been raised by the prophets, and 
Jesus had raised some, but in every instance the spirit simply came back 
to inhabit the body again, finally to die again. However, 
when Jesus arose from the dead, He arose to die no more.  
 
 Jesus offers eternal life freely to all who will obey Him (Heb. 5:8-9; 
Matt. 7:21-23). The choice is ours (Josh. 24:15; 2 Pet. 3:1). Life and 
death are set before us. If we choose life, we may live the abundant life in 
this world (John 10:10), that we “may lay hold on the life which is life 
indeed” (1 Tim. 6:19). 

UPCOMING EVENTS

YOUTH TREASURE HUNT
MAY 19TH 

(12 and under)

At the McMillin’s
After evening service

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 23-26, 2024

10 AM Bible Study 
10:45 AM Worship 

2 PM Evening Service
(VBS after Evening Service)

Mon-Wed 6 PM to 7:30 PM
SIGN UP SHEET BY TEACHER’S SUPPLY ROOM

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
CAN BE PICKED UP IN THE FOYER.
ONE PER FAMILY. If you need help with 
directory App please let Caleb know.

PROGRAMS OF  WORK
Website: chapmanchurch.com

Articles  • Sermons (Audio)  • Chapman Challengers
The Bible Broadcast

Sunday Mornings at 8 AM • WKZU radio 104.9 FM 
Southern Sentinel Article 
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course

Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, by 
enrolling in a free Bible correspondence course. 

To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, Ripley, MS 
38663 ) or e-mail (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net


